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Digitization processes in natural history collections: 
from drawers to data publication
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Collection Registry: the « One Swiss Collection » 
publication

Presentors: 
Michelle Price SwissCollNet BoE, Head Curator - Conservatory and Botanical Garden of 
Geneva
Sofia Wyler Scientific Officer, GBIF.ch

Other members of the « Collections survey taskforce »: Pascal Tschudin, Holger Frick, 
Jessica Joaquim and Pia Stieger

Topics
- Overview of the « One Swiss Collection » publication
- News of the Swiss natural history collections survey
- Links with the Global Registry of Scientific Collections (GRSciColl)



One Swiss Collection

•What is it?

•Why do we need it?

•What will it be used for? 

•When and where will it be published?

•What does my institution have to do? 



One Swiss Collection:
What is it?

Outcome of the national survey of natural history collections of 2018 and 
2021 
- overview of natural history collections in Switzerland (how many, where, political
structure, source of financial support, research and collections staff structure,…)
- resume of the types of collections held in Swiss institutions and their units (major 
divisions) 
- metadata analysis of the collections, their composition, geogeographic and temporal 
origins, taxonomic-geological representation, volume of type or reference material, …
- synthesis of the conservation status and digitisation status of Swiss collections



One Swiss Collection:  Why do we need it? What will
it be used for? 

Evolution in the global landscape for NHC:  
-raising of awareness of the importance of NHC’s and the need to know where
collections are -> creation of the CETAF Collections Registry; adoption of the 
Global Registry for Scientific Collections (GRSciColl) by GBIF; linking of Index 
Herbariorum with GRSciColl. Global NHC publication in Science (2023) 

Evolution in the landscape for NHC specimen digitisation:  
-focus on collection digitisation within CETAF -> creation of the Distributed 
System of Scientific Collections (DISSCo) Research Infrastructure. iDigBio
active in the USA. 
Focus on data standards : TDWG and European projects: ICEDIG, COST 
Mobilise & DISSCO Prepare



One Swiss Collection:  Why do we need it? What will
it be used for? 

Country-wide overview of NHC’s (one of the first that we know about!)
- baseline understanding of the richeness and diversity of CH NHC 
- political leverage
- identification of gaps / strengths
- monitoring of progress (conservation status and digitisation)
- focus on developing training 
- future prioritisation (collecting / management / digitisation)
- communication tool

- > national identity -> national cooperation -> national     
coordination (strategy for Swiss NHC)



One Swiss Collection:
When and where will it be published?

SwissCollNet « Collections survey taskforce » actively drafting the 
article and standardising / analysing the survey data (next part)

-> institutions surveyed to be listed with 2-3 representatives per 
institute added as contributors
 

-> discussions held with the diamond open access journal European 
Journal of Taxonomy

-> final draft planned for the first quarter of 2024



One Swiss Collection:
What does my institution have to do? 

Lead contact for the Collections survey to confirm their institution’s Director’s name and the names of the 1-2 
persons involved with completing the survey (to be included in the publication)

Director: Name
Contributor 1, Name, function in institution
Contributor 2, Name, function in institution

-> to be coordinated by the SwissCollNet team 

Complete the additions and refinements per institution, according to the request from the Collections survey
taskforce (to be sent out after this WS).
- > listen attentively to our GBIF.ch colleagues (Pascal and Sofia) who will give an overview of the novelties and 
areas of focus in the collections survey, and their information on their collaboration with GRSciColl.
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Reference Data
Update & Connection

Content Data
Harmonisation & Analyses
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One Swiss Collection
Content Data

• Domains representativity

• Geographical coverage

• Taxonomic coverage

• Conservation status

• Specimen estimates



One Swiss Collection
Content Data

62

1197

SPECIES ESTIMATE*

> 1000

PRESERVATION METHOD*

lots of specimens

SPECIES ESTIMATE*

150000-300000

NUMBER OF SPECIMENS*

500000 (?)

NUMBER OF SPECIMENS*

NUMBER OF TYPES*

more than zero
SwissCollNet inititiave
Digitisation efforts

∑ [Y55-Y58]
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One Swiss Collection
              What does my institution have to do ?

COMMUNICATE           
THE CONTACT 

PERSONS {COLL. 
SURVEY}

(authors of the future 
publication) 

Director
 Name

Contributors 1-2
Name             Function

COMPLETE     
THE TARGETED 
INFORMATION       
{COLL. SURVEY}
(upon request from the 

taskforce team)
  

Staff
Political leverage

Collections
Indicators estimations

REVIEW        THE 
INSTITUTIONS 
{GRSCICOLL} 
(directly on GBIF 

website)

Suggestions
Update

Comment
Merge
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