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The Serengeti Ecosystem 

Annual migration 
 > 1.2 million wildebeests 
 > 200, 000 zebra 



A UNESCO World Heritage Site and 
Biosphere Reserve 
 
Arguably one of the most important 
conservation areas on the planet 



28 species of ungulates 



26 species of predators 



FIRE: a generalist consumer and a 
strong competitor for grass 
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Ngorongoro 
Crater highlands 

Approximate route of 

migratory wildebeest  

The migration is the defining 
feature of the ecosystem 
 
 -- it passes through two 
countries and seven 
different protected areas, 
each with different 
administration, rules, and 
politics 
 
Varied management: 
   - Hunting 
   - Tourism 
   - Cattle grazing 
   - Agriculture 
   - Villages (settlement)  
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The Serengeti Migration 
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