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Resources	 Access	 Utilization	 Benefit Sharing

Traditional Knowledge of 
indigenous and local com-
munities about specific 
qualities of the biological 
material: Associated Tradi-
tional Knowledge (ATK)

Biological material needed 
for research: 
Genetic Resources (GR) 

1

3

Based on the information 
received, the Provider  
consents to the research: 
He/she gives his/her Prior 
Informed Consent (PIC) 

User submits information 
on project required by the 
Provider to get permission  
to do research on the 
biological material (and asso-
ciated traditional knowledge) 
= to apply for access   

non-commercial research Non-monetary  
benefits 

R & D 
for commercial ends 

Monetary benefitsCommercialisation of 
products 

State holding  
the  biological 

material  
= Provider Country

 

Community  
holding ATK 
= Provider 

acting through

National Focal Point;
Competent National Authority

(and Holders of ATK) (providers)

acting through

Project leader
Legal Department/ABS specialist/

Technology Transfer

Researcher 
= User 

Provider and User 
negotiate the detailed 
conditions, in particular 
on utilization and benefits 
to be shared: Mutually 
Agreed Terms (MAT)

Table I: Overview of the stakeholders involved in Access to Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge and steps to take. 
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