
The$Swiss$Na+onal$Park:$the$

founda+on$for$a$diverse$system$of$

protected$areas$in$Switzerland$

$



An$

intertwined$

history$

with$IUCN$

$



Is$Bogdkhan$Uul$

the$oldest?$

Some$are$$

5000$years$old$

$



What$IS$a$protected$area?$…..$For$IUCN,$it$is…$

$

a$clearly$defined$geographical$space,$$

recognised,$dedicated$and$managed,$$

through$legal$or$other$effec+ve$means,$$

to$achieve$the$longMterm$conserva+on$of$nature$with$

associated$ecosystem$services$and$cultural$values$



“at$least$17%$of$terrestrial$and$10%$marine”$

$
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17$%$target$for$terrestrial$protec8on$
!

8.4$%$$$areas$

within$

na+onal$

jurisdic+on$



Protec+on$of$Alliance$for$Zero$

Ex+nc+on$sites$

Protec+on$of$$

Important$Bird$Areas$

!“areas$$of$$par+cular$importance$for$conserva+on$of$

biodiversity$”$
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!“and ecosystem services” 
$

Global$carbon$storage$



!“ecologically$representa+ve$and$wellMconnected”$



Kathy MacKinnon 
CBD & Climate 

!“effec+vely....managed”$
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IUCN$$has$republished$$

the$2008$guidelines$$for$

the$IUCN$protected$area$

categories,$together$with$

supplementary$advice$on$

the$category$assignment$
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!“equitably$governed”$

Governance$type$and$quality$



$

$
•  Understanding$
governance$of$
protected$areas$

•  Assessing,$
evalua+ng$and$
taking$ac+on$for$
systems$of$
protected$areas$
and/or$individual$
sites$



Conserva+on$needs…$$
$

•  the$capaci+es,$concerns$and$engagement$$

of$society$as$a$whole,$not$only$of$expert$$
professionals$or$government$officials.$

•  to$pay$more$aCen8on$to$the$crucial$+es$between$biological$
and$cultural$diversity$…the$condi8ons$that$allow$indigenous$
peoples$and$local$$communi8es$to$be$empowered$for$

conserva+on.$$

•  equity:$a$fair$sharing$of$the$costs$and$benefits$of$preserving$
biodiversity$and$managing$natural$resources$in$a$sustainable$
way$

•  to$respect$human$rights:$“do$no$harm”$and$have$a$posi8ve$
impact$on$livelihoods$wherever$possible.$$

The$role$of$good$governance$



$

$
$

$

$
Effec+ve$governance:$

Good$working$balance$among$mul8ple$
instruments$and$powers,$posi8vely$exercised,$
while$remaining$flexible,$adaptable,$capable$of$
responding$$to$conserva8on$needs.$$

Protected$area$governance:$process$

Governance$

A$process$of$developing$and$exercising$authority$
and$responsibility$over$8me.$



$$$$$$Management$
$

$$$what$we$do?$
$

•  tradi8onal$and$
“scien8fic”$
understanding$

•  specific$aims$to$reach$
•  ac+ons$to$carry$out$
•  available$means$$

(human,$financial…)$
•  achieving$or$not$the$$

desired$results$
" management$

effec+veness$

$$$$$$Governance$

$$$$$who$decides$what$$

$$$$$to$do?$And$how?$

•  power,$authority$and$
responsibility$

•  formal$&$informal,$$
open$&$hidden$conflicts$

•  rela+onships$among$$
actors$

•  “how$to$go$about”$all$$
this:$par+cipa+on,$
equity,$accountability,$…$$

"  “good$governance”$
$
$

What$is$the$difference?$

≠$



$
3.1$Type$A:$$
$$$$$$$Governance$by$government$$

3.2$Type$B:$$
$$$$$$$Shared$governance$

3.3$Type$C:$$
$$$$$$$Governance$by$private$actors$

3.4$Type$D:$$
$$$$$$$Governance$by$indigenous$peoples$and$local$communi+es$

$

Governance$types$
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Type$A:$$

Governance$$

by$government$$

$
$

Type$C:$$

Governance$$

by$private$actors$

$

Type$B:$$

Shared$$

Governance$

$

Type$D:$$

Governance$$

by$indigenous$

peoples$and$local$

communi+es$
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Protected$areas$are$

crucial$"ins+tu+ons“$

established$for$

conserva+on$

purposes.$But$we$

need$to$embrace$the$

full$spectrum$of$

measures$involving$a$

variety$$of$human$

ins+tu+ons$that$

contribute$to$

conserva+on$$

Protected$area$governance$at$the$system$scale$



•  Governance$is$a$key$determinant$$
of$effec+veness$and$efficiency$$
of$conserva8on$

•  Governance$is$a$key$determinant$$
of$appropriateness$and$equity$$
of$decisions$$

•  Governance$can$ensure$that$PAs$
are$not$isolated$from$their$wider$ecosystem$and$society$

•  Governance$can$be$improved$and$provide$invaluable$
help$in$facing$on`going$challenges$and$global$change$$$$

$$$$$$

Conclusion:$Understanding$governance$
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!“other$effec+ve$areaMbased$conserva+on$measures”$

[$ICCAs,$LMMAs,$Satoumi,$Satoyama]$



$Key$Biodiversity$Areas$and$Important$Bird$Areas$in$The$
Philippines$overlaid$with$parks$and$protected$areas$(pink)$and$
with$the$Ancestral$Domains$of$indigenous$peoples$(Lim,$2012).$



!“integrated$into$the$wider$landscape$and$seascape”$



Federal$Inventory$of$Landscapes$and$Natural$

Monuments$of$Na+onal$Importance$M$1977$



Crea+on$of$protected$areas$in$Switzerland$

Federal authorities 

Local authorities and population 

National 
inventories 

Consultation at 
cantonal and 

local level 

Local initiative 

Ordinance 

Implementation 

Project 
preparation 

Evaluation / 
certification 

Label & financial 
contribution 

Implementation 

Bottom-up 
Top down 

National and Regional nature Parks Biotopes and Landscape inventories 



•  5891 protected 
area records 

•  9.93% of 
Switzerland 

Protected$

Planet$$

Report$2014$



Biosphere$Reserve$Val$Müstair$–$Swiss$Na+onal$Park$

Swiss borders 
Communities 

Biosphere reserve 

Swiss National Park (core zone) 

Nature Park (buffer/development zone) 

Stelvio national Park 

Protected Landscape aroud the BR  

Protected Landscapes (IFP) 

Protected Moor Landscape 

Protected alluvial zones 

Other PA 

Parco nazionale 
dello Stelvio (I) 

Biosfera     
Val Müstair 

Swiss National 
Park 

Austria 

Italy 



The$IUCN$Green$List$of$Protected$Areas$
$

$

$

$
$
$
 



Progress:$

•  Leading$countries$China,$
France,$Colombia,$Kenya,$
Korea,$Australia$NSW$

•  10$partner$countries$
•  25$‘2nd$8er’$countries$
•  3$regions$(Amazon,$

Mediterranean,$Micronesia)$

•  New$partnerships$(CI,$FSC,$
WWF,$CBD$Sec)$

Next$steps:$

•  Finalize$Global$GLPA$Standard$
•  Propose$nomina8ons,$strong$

expert$role$for$WCPA$

•  Robust$assurance$model$
developed$

•  Marke8ng$and$PR$

•  Launch$1st$round$of$Green$List$
PAs$in$Sydney$

$

IUCN$Green$List$of$Protected$Areas:$

semng$a$new$interna+onal$standard$

for$quality$in$PAs$

29$



Four$pillars$

Pillar 1:  
  

Sound 
Planning 

Pillar 2:  
  

Equitable 
Governance 

Pillar 3: 
  

Effective 
Management 

Successful 
Conservation of 
Natural Values  

Pillar 4: 
Outcomes 

  
Social Equity  

  

Compatibility with IUCN Protected Area Definition 
  



•  Semng$interna+onal$quality$

standards?$

•  Achieving$interna+onal$
quality$standards?$

•  Embracing$the$full$meaning$

of$equitable$governance$and$

effec+ve$management?$

•  Embedding$protected$areas$

centrally$in$the$concerns$of$

sustainable$development?$

$

 

What%will%be%our%Promise%of%Sydney?%


