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Introduction

Switzerland 

Rich Geoheritage 

2 national Geoparks

0 UNESCO Global Geopark 

Reynard et al. 2012



Study objectives 

How is the the geotourism offer in Switzerland characterized?

What about the spatial distribution of the geotourism offer?

What conclusions regarding the potential of UGG?



Method

Data collection

A) Key-word Analysis on websites of 

tourism regions (summer 2021)

B) Key-word Analysis on nature park 

website

C) Events and Offers on the Erlebnis 

Geologie plateforme (2018-2021)

Mapping

Statistics and Spatial 

Analysis 
https://erlebnis-geologie.ch/www.parks.swiss/en/



Results





70 % free offers  

30 % payable offers 

(excursion & events, museums) 

Value creation 



Distribution

geotourism offers
total : 1281

geotourism regions 



Zürich 

Bern central CH
eastern CH

Data source: A-C

Density of all the offers
(radius 15 km / gauss) - standardized data



Potential for UGG in Switzerland

CH-Criterion 

Presence of geoheritage of international significance 



UGG Potential 

see Federal Office for Environment > UNESCO Global Geoparks (DE, IT, FR)

WH-sites &

nature parks

eligible areas (CH-Criterion): 

● UNESCO WH-Site

● National park, regional nature 

Park, nature discovery parks

● cantonal protected areas with 

management structure

https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/de/home/themen/landschaft/fachinformationen/landschaftsqualitaet-erhalten-und-entwickeln/landschaften-von-nationaler-bedeutung/unesco-global-geoparks.html


WH-Sites

WH-sites &

nature parks

TAS = Tektonikarena Sardona (137)

SAJA = Swiss Alps Jungfrau Aletsch(19)

MSG = Monte San Giorgio (6) 

TAS

SAJA

MSG



Nature parks

WH-sites &

nature parks

1. Jurapark Aargau (35)

2. Parc Ela (33)

3. Naturpark Beverin (29)

4. Naturpark Schaffhausen (24)

5. Naturpark Pfyn-Finges (23)
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WH-sites &

nature parks

Protected areas



Geoheritage of 

interantional 

significance

Buckingham et al. 2018



Conclusions 

● Important geotouristic activity in Switzerland

● Concentration in Hotspots 

● Some Hotspots correspond to eligible areas

● Presence of international significant geoheritage in 

eligible areas  

Open questions

● Interest of sitemanagers and population for UGG



Thank you for your attention


