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Darwin Core quick reference guide

This document is intended to be an easy-to-read reference of the currently (as of 2021-07-15) recommended terms maintained as
part of the Darwin Core standard and is maintained by the Darwin Core Maintenance Group.

This page is not part of the standard, but combines the normative term names and definitions with the non-normative comments
and examples that are meant to help people to use the terms consistently. Capitalized terms, such as Cccurrence, are Darwin Core
classes, which are special category terms used to group sets of terms for convenience. Comprehensive metadata for current and
obsolete terms in human readable form are found in the document List of Darwin Core terms.

Additional files with just the current term names and a file with the full term history can be found in the Darwin Core repositary.

For inquiries about how to use Darwin Core, either enter an issue in the Darwin Core Questions & Answers site or enter an issue in
the alternative form, which will have the same effect. See the bottom of this document for how to c¢'te Darwin Core.

Record-level

This calegory contains terms that are generic in thal they might apply to any type of record in a dalaset.

’ type | ‘ modified ’ ‘ larguage | license | | rightsHelder ’ ’ accessRights | bibliographicCitation | | refererces ’ ‘ institutionID |

institutionCode datasetName ownerlnstitutionCode

collectioniD | datasetiD l collectionCode ’ basisOfRecord I

’ informationWithheld ‘ { dataGeneralizations

‘ dynamicPropertics l

Record-level
Occurrence
Organism
MaterialSample
Event

Loczation
GeologicalContext
Identification

Taxon
MeasurementOrfFact
ResourceRelationship

UseWithIRI

LivingSpecimen
PreservedSpecimen
FossilSpecimen
MaterialCitation
HumanCbservation

MachineObservation

h + ©

GitHub

DarwinCore

DwC

one field
one definition
one information entity

hitps:.//dwc.tdwg.org/terms/



DwC for Objects

Data on Label

Schweizzz, GR, Sur, Salategnas, 1960
m, (46°31'11"'N, 9°38'46''O),
17.x.2005 - 06.v.2006, leg. H. Frick,
Sp123, NMB_Arach_8888

Database




Schweizzz, GR, Sur, Salategnas, 1960
m, (46°31'11"'N, 9°38'46''O),
17.x.2005 - 06.v.2006, leg. H. Frick,
Sp123, NMB_Arach_8888

DarwinCore field name (,,property“)

iInstifutionCode
catalogNumber
recordNumber
recordedBy
fieldNumber
verbatimEventDate
verbatimLocality
verbatimElevation
verbatimlLatifude
verbatimLongitude

Objects

Verbatim / Original data
(10-15 fields)

Label info

NMB

3888

Sp123

H. Frick

17.x.20056 - 06.v.2006
Schweizzz, GR, Sur, Salategnas
1960 m

46°31'T1""'N

9°38'46''O



Schweizzz, GR, Sur, Salategnas, 1960
m, (46°31'11"'N, 9°38'46''O),
17.x.2005 - 06.v.2006, leg. H. Frick,
Sp123, NMB_Arach_8888

Objects

Additional intferpreted, standardised data

DarwinCore field name (,,property*)

institutionCode
collectionCode
recordedBylID
flieldNumber
eventDate

county
stateProvince
decimallLatitude
decimalLongitude

using vocabularies
(20-70 fields)

Label info

NMB
ARACH
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1971-310X

2005-10-17/2006-05-06
CH

Grisons

-41.0983423
1211761111


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1971-310X

Vocabulary

for a given field



INnstifutions

Register at GrSciColl

Vocabulary for DwC field:
~institutionCode"*

Registration by GBIF-Switzerland

or by museum Get infos from:
hitps://www.gbif.org/grscicoll

contact GBIF-Switzerland:

B N\ https:.//www.gbif.org/country/CH/summary
NSFL pascal.tschudin@Qunine.ch
NAAG +41 3271836 10



https://www.gbif.org/grscicoll
https://www.gbif.org/country/CH/summary

eee® M+ < > © & gbif.org G ¢ M + O

o w = INnstitutions

Global Registry of Scientific Collections Register at GrSciColl

ABOUT INSTITUTIONS COLLECTIONS

[ ]
Institutions G O 1'0 .
Institution refers to any institution or organization that owns and manages scientific collections. This includes herbaria, h -I--I- DS . //WWW q bif O rq /q rs C i C O |

museums, zoos, botanical gardens, biobanks, among others. An institution may contain multiple collections, in which case
those should be entered individually under Institutional/Project Collections and linked back to the parent institution.

Q 1. check if you exist
1,144 RESULTS

2. If not, ,,suggest a new institution*

and follow instructions



https://www.gbif.org/grscicoll

Collections

Register at GrSciColl
Vocabulary for DwC field:
,collectionCode"

Get infos from:
Registration by GBIF-Switzerland hitps:.//www.gbif.org/grscicoll
or by museum https://www.gbif.org/country/CH/summary

Contact GBIF-Switzerland:

- ~ pascal.ischudin@unine.ch
NMB-ARACH or
NMB-MAMM S | |
NMB-FREY scientific-collections@gbif.org

- J



https://www.gbif.org/grscicoll
https://www.gbif.org/country/CH/summary
mailto:pascal.tschudin@unine.ch
mailto:scientific-collections@gbif.org

Persons

One person - one ID - one CV

(Regis’rer a person)

Published j?> Alive? jcl> [ WikiData ]
booke




VIAF

Virtual International Authority File

Libraries feed registry

-

\_

Charles Darwin, 1809-1882
VIAF ID: 27063124
Permalink: http://viat.org/viat/27063124

~

J

Search user ID’s

hitps://viaf.org/



e0e0® (]~ @ orcid.org G ¢ + >

Sign in

example@email.com or 0000-00071-2345-6789

ORCID

Open Researcher and Contributor ID

Self registration by user
Search user ID’s

~

Hege Vardal

ORCID: 0000-0001-8711-6177
Permalink: hitps://orcid.org/
0000-0001-8711-6177

J hitps://orcid.org/



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8711-6177
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8711-6177
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8711-6177

WikiData

Virtual International Authority File

Users register others including deceased
Search user ID’s

-

\_

Iwan Edwin Hugentobler (1886-1972)
WikiData ID: Q52156560
Permalink: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q52156560

~

J

hitps://www.wikidata.org



Helping hand

DarwinCore in Excel



DarwinCore In Excel

A 8 (& D E F G H I J K
1 1 DataQuality \ v \ Irarslation ¥ Frioritat A l.hs:ld v | Class v \ Froperty w |dentifier (URI) \ W Definition v Comments hd | Examples
FRH: Copy/Paste aus DarwirCore. Der Inhalt
FRH: einiger Felcer ist nicht ganz frei, damit die
FRH: Originalinfo Copy/Pa FRH: Copy/Paste aus DarwinCore. So FRH: Copy/Paste aus DarwinCore. Alle Daten Interraticral vergleldhbar sind. Hier
oder FEH: Widhtigkeit ste aus heisst gas Feld/Spalte in der DB, baw. FRH: Copy/Paste aus UarwinCora, Unter  Informationen zu einem Objekt sollen dieser wrird cas Vokatelar veorgestellt, cas in
Irterpratisrte in Datenbank DarwinC FRH: Capy/Pasts  sieser Namen soll ain Fels/Spalte in sar  dissem Link fingen sick alle Araaber, Definitian entsprechan, samit sie Daten cissem Fels verwendet werden soll. Z R FRH: Copy/Paste aus DarwinCore.
2 2 Info? FRH: einfache Erklarurg |subjektiv) ore. aus DarwinCore. DB zugeorcret werden. Definiti Beispiele zum Feld/Spal sind Usten fir Lincerkurzel, InstitutionskUrzel,  Beispiele aus der Prasis.
3 3 verbatim essentiell fur Menschen 1
4 4 interpretation  widhtia fir Maschinen 2
5 5 addition Fusatzinfos 3
6 & additisr 2 Fraperty Record-lavel type The raturs or genre of the resoures. Must b populated with 3 value fram the DCIStIllImaze, Mavirglmage, Saunz, PRy
7 7 addition Datum Anderung Eintrag 2 Froperty Record-level modified The most recent date-time on which the resource w Recommeanced best practice is to use 3 date t 1363-03-08T12.07-0600 (8 Mar 1363
8 £ addition 3 Property Hecord-level language A lenguage of the resource. Recommended best practice is to use a contrcen (for Englishl, es (for Spanish)
9 | ¢ addition 3 Froperty Hecord-level license 1t /i 2/dc/ lice A legal document giving offidal parmission to ¢o something with the resource. http:/foreativ s.org/gublics
10| 10 addition 3 Froperty Record-level rightsholzer {i /d! / o A person or organization owning or maraging rights over the resource, The Regerts of the Uriversity of Cali
1 11 additisn 3 Fraparty Racord-laval aaesFights [ de) Az Irtarmarion abaLt wWha ean acrace the rasauras or a Acease Rights rmay include infarmatian ragare rot-tor-prafit use anly httocs/wans,
12 1 12 additiar Refereany 2 Publikation Chjekt 2 Fraperty Record-lavel bibliographicCitation hetpdipurlarg ideiterna/bibllageaphicCirat A hiblingrapkic referancs for the rasaurae as a seate Fram Dublin Core, "Reenmmen: praztios & Ozaurrsros semple: Musaum of Ver
13 | 13 addition 3 Froperty Record-level refererces A 2/ Jrefarepceg A related rescurce that Is referenced, cited, or othe From Dublin Core, "This property ks intended MaterialSample example: httpe/faral
14 | 14 addition GrgaColl ID Museum 2 Property Hecord-level insttutionl0 An identifier for the institution having custody of th For physical spedmens, the recommended be http.//biocol.org/urnilsid:biocol.org:c
15 | 15 addition Grsacoll 1D Sammiurg 2 Property Record-level wilectionID mmumu_mm Ar identifier for the collzction or dataset from whic For physizal spamens, the recommended be http://hiocol org/urrilsidibioml orgie
16 | 1€ addition 3 Froperty Record-level atasetin P 5 An identifier for the set of data. May be a glckal unicue icentifier or an icentifier specific to a col £15c4952-7:20-4611-8a3e-558a5121
17 17 additiar M LgauPekiirzel 1 Fraparty Racord-laval institutianCode hotodirstdwe arp/dwet e are/ I cSitUrionCc Tha rama (or azronym| in use by the instirutian havirg custady of tha object(s] or informaticn rah MVYZ, FMINH, Q.0, UCMP
18 | 18 additian 2 Fraperty Record-lavel collectionCode m“mmm The rame, acramym, caden, or Initalism idantifying rthe eallaction ar data set from which the rase Mammals, Hildebearst, TRIRD, VP
19 | 18 addition 3 Froperty Record-level datasetNamwe am The name identifying the data set from which the record was derived. Grinnell Resurvey Mammals, Lacey €
20 | 20 addition 3 Property Hecord-level ownerinstitutionloce The name for acronym| in use by the institution having ownership of the ckject(s) or information 1 NS, APN, InBio
21 | 21 addition 3 Property Hecord-level basisCfRecord The specific rature of the data racord. Recommeanced best practice is to use the star PreservecSpecimen, FossilSpacimen,
22 22 sddition Datenbeschnitt ja/nein 2 Property Record-level ! Wit hhatd [\ Acditional information that exists, but that has not been sharec in the given record, location information rot given for en
23 | 73 addition Datwrvarallgemeine rung ja/omin 2 Property Record-inuel sataGeneralizations it oo/ tdwe ore/ihwc/t s rme/dat aGere ral Actions taken ta make the shared data less specific or complate thar in its ariginal farm. Suggest Cocedirates generalized fram arigina
24 24 additian 3 Froperty Record-level dynamicProperties hetodirstdwe areldweit d A list of agsitional measursments, fasts, characterls Recammearses hast practies i< to use a kayvi ["heightirNetsre": 1.5}, {"tragusleng
25| 25 Cass  Occurence Ucaurence /i An existence of an Orgarism (sensu http./frs.towg.org/owe/terms/Organism) at a particuler place A wolf pack on the shore of Kluare Li
26 | 2t addition 2 Froperty Occurence oxurrencell : Ar identifier for the Occurrence (a5 oppesed to @ pa Kecommerded best practice is to use a persis htp:/fargos database museumiguid
27 | 27 verbatim Inventarrummer KNB 1 Froperty Occurence @taleghumber httei/irs tdwe.ore/dwet e rmsic Ar identifier (preferably unicue| for the record within the data set or collection. 145732, 145732a, 2008.1334, R4313
28 | 78 varbatim arigiral FeldbLaraurmmar 1 Froparty Oceurence recorcNumber w;mmmmm_ Ar identifier givar ta tha Oxrurrence at tha tima it wag recarses. Dftan sarvat aca link batwasr OPF 7101
29 | 23 verbatim leg. 1 Froperty Occurence recordecby 2fdrs, [ armelee A list [canzatenatss and separated) of names of pec Facammearses bast pracries i« to separate th losé [ Crasps. Oliver P. Pearaar | A
30 30 addition ORCID lea. 2 Froperty Occurence recordedbylD A list [concatenated and separated) of the glokally Fecommended best practice ks to provide a <i https:/forcid.org/0000-0002-1825-00
31 | 31 verbatim Anzahl Objekte Criginalangabe 2 Property Occurence individualCount Lo The number of individuals present at the time of the Occurrence. 0,1,25
32 32 interpretation  Anzahl Objekte 3 Property Occurence organismuantity i A number or enumeration value for tha quantity of An organismQuantity must have a corresponi 2/ (organismUuantity) with indivicui
33 33 interpretation 3 Froperty Occurence organismQuant ityTy re wmmmmmmm The type of cuantification system used for the quan A dwcorganismQuantityType must have a oc 27 (organismQuartity) with indivicu:
34 | 34 interpretation  Gasshiacht 2 Fraparty Oceurence ex Tha tex of tha bialogizal irsivicual(s) rapeasartad ir Racammarzes bast practien is to Use 3 contr: tarrale, mals, rermaprradita
35 35 irterpratation  Adult, subasylt, juvenl.. 2 Fraparty Oveurence lifeStage The age class ar |ife stage of the Organiem(s) at the Fecammearses hast practies i« to use a conl vgore, larva, juvenile, adulr, ssedlin
36 36 Interpretation 3 Froperty Occurence reproductiveCorcition ;& The reproductive condition of the tological indivick Recommended best practice ks to use a contre non-reproduct ive, pregnant, in bloon
37 | 37 interpretation 3 Property Occurence behavior i rg/dy o) v The behavior shown by the subject at the time the Occurrence was recorded. roost Ing, foragirg, running
38 | 34 interpretation 3 Froperty Occurence establishment Means httpirs tdwe org/dweits Statzment about whether an or organism, ced best practice is to use controll native, nativefkeint roducas, introduc
39 | 3% addition 3 Froperty Occurence cegrecOMf stablishment hiteu//rs tdwe.ore/dwe/t e ms/degree OfCst. The cerree to which an Organism survives, reprodu Recommenced best practice is to use control| rative, @ptive, cultivated, releases,
40 | a0 additisn 3 Froparty Oceurenca pathway Wmm Tha procacs by which an OfEANItM came to be i 3 § Recammanses bast practien is to use cant rol| releatadForlise, stharCezapa, transp
A1 | a1 addition Furzortverifikatian 2 Fraperty Oveurence georeferencever ficationstatus jirs, [ arme/gears A eategarical daseription of the sxtent ta which the Fecammanses hast practies i to use s sontre urable ta gearsferencs, requires geo
42 | 42 addition 3 Froperty Occurence oxurrencestatus 2S1 A statement about the presence or abzerce of a Ta: For Oxurrerces, the default vocabulary is rerpresent, absent
43 | a3 addition Korservierungsmethoten 2 Property Occurence preparations < A list [concatenated and separated) of preparations Recommended best practice is to separate th fossil, cast, photograph, DNA extract
44 | a4 addition 2 Froperty Occurence dispasition Ihe current stete of @ specimzn with respect to the Fecommeanced best practice is to use @ contre in ool lect ion. missirz, voucher elsew|

All fields
Property - name
Definition
Example
Vocabulary

Filter for verbatim
Filter for mportance
Add filters



Filter DwC fields

Adjustable working document

A B C D E F G H
1 DataQuality |w|Translation |w | Prioritit Y| Discip| w | Class 'w | Property (v]® Prioritat
27 verbatim Inventarnummer NMB 1 Property Occurence catalogNumber Sortieren
28 verbatim Original Feldbuchnummer 1 Property Occurence recordNumber A4 Aufsteigend Z, Absteigend
29 verbatim leg. 1 Property Occurence recordedBy
30 addition ORCID leg. 2 Property Occurence recordedByID Nach Farbe: Ohne w
31 verbatim Anzahl Objekte Originalangabe 2 Property Occurence individualCount Filter |
32 interpretation  Anzahl Objekte 3 Property Occurence organismQuantity Nach Farbe: Ohne e
33 interpretation 3 Property Occurence organismQuantityType
34 interpretation  Geschlecht 2 Property Occurence sex Eine Option auswihlen & ’
35 interpretation  Adult, subadult, juvenil... 2 Property Occurence lifeStage Q
36 interpretation 3 Property Occurence reproductiveCondition
37 interpretation 3 Property Occurence behavior & (Alles auswahlen)
38 interpretation 3 Property Occurence establishmentMeans 1
39 addition 3 Property Occurence degreeOfEstablishment 2
40 addition 3 Property Occurence pathway 3 .
41 addition Fundortverifikation 2 Property Occurence georeferenceVerificationStatus FRH: Wichtigkeit in Datenbank |
42 addition 3 Property Occurence occurrenceStatus
43 addition Konservierungsmethoden 2 Property Occurence preparations
44 addition 2 Property Occurence disposition Automatisch anwenden |
45 addition 3 Property Occurence associatedMedia Filter entfernen
46 addition 3 Property Occurence associatedOccurrences hTtp://rS.TOWE.0rg/QWC/ Terms;/associateauct A 11T (Cond
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