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Different risks and uncertainties matter, 
depending on the actor and policy choice.
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When you take climate uncertainty into 
account, the economic case for early and 
aggressive mitigation grows stronger.

The effectiveness of 
policy instruments at 
stimulating low carbon 
investment depends 
greatly on how they 
influence uncertainty.

Different risks and uncertainties matter, 
depending on the actor and policy choice.
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IPCC AR5 WGIII, Ch5

Economic growth is driving a continued 
rise in greenhouse gas emissions.1
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IPCC AR5 WGIII, Ch6

Economic growth is driving a continued 
rise in greenhouse gas emissions.1
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IPCC AR5 WGIII, Ch6

Decoupling growth from emissions is 
technically and economically feasible.2

Replacing fossil 
fuels with nuclear, 
CCS, or renewable 
energy sources
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IPCC AR5 WGIII, Ch7

Decoupling growth from emissions is 
technically and economically feasible.2
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Own graph, based on data from IPCC AR5 WGIII, Ch6
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Decarbonization scenarios
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Decoupling growth from emissions is 
technically and economically feasible.2
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Global commons problem

Technological transition

Co-benefits of change

Global 
agreement

Sectoral 
policies

Technological and 
behavioral changes

These are the things that need 
to happen, with spillovers 
across countries and sectors

National 
strategies

There is no single policy change that is 
necessary or sufficient, but rather many.3
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IPCC AR5 WGIII, Ch15
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There is no single policy change that is 
necessary or sufficient, but rather many.3
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