Call for Pre-proposals:
2025 TRL-Enhancing Initiatives

Online information event

May 14, 2025
16:00 - 16:45

Please note that this presentation serves as an illustrative summary.
In case of doubt, please refer to the official call document published on our website.
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"TRL-enhancing initiatives” overview

SCNAT launches a new support instrument as part of the Swiss Quantum Initiative (SQI):

« 2025 TRL-enhancing initiatives: up to 15 Mio. CHF in total to:
Advance technologies towards mid to high TRLs and emerging industry applications/impacts
«  Strengthen and extend shared infrastructures and platforms
Develop key capabilities and support engineering units
Enhance expert and user networks
Callfor pre-proposals: submission deadline: June 13,2025
* Invited call for proposals: September 2025

About us:

The SQl is the federal quantum initiative to strengthen Switzerland’s leading
position in the field of quantum science and technology; initiated in 2023

and mandated by SERI
Overall budget for 2025 - 2028 of ca 80 Mio. CHF

Three main institutions to operationalize this initiative: SNSF, Innosuisse,

SCNAT (leading house of this call)
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Characteristics of this call

* Two-step procedure:
* Call for pre-proposals
« Scientific evaluation
« Strategic considerations from SQC
 No money promises in this step

* Invited call for full proposals for selected pre-proposals
* Scientific evaluation by external panel
« Envisioned funding period: up to 4 years

« Fostering collaboration between academia, research organizations and industry on a national level
« Formation of consortia, involving a significant part of the relevant Swiss community
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SQI: More than a scientific initiative -
simplified* view on the “Quantum Value Chain”
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"Strengthen Switzerland's leading position

across the entire value chain”

* Illustrative. Not strictly linear.
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Positioning of this call within the SQI
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Outcome-focus: towards specific
applications. Outcomes targeted at

specific projects or beneficiaries 4 (i) Quantum innovation projects,
(e.g. startup project funding) starfiprandigrewth, support
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Typical technology readiness levels (TRL): TRL1 TRL2 ~ TRL3 | TRL4 - TRL6 TRL7 TRL8 TRL9
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Positioning of this call within the
funding landscape

Swiss Quantum Call 2024 Quantum BRIDGE Call
»  Completed in 2024 * Tobelaunched in 2025
«  Strengthen quantum research * Early-stage quantum innovation
« 13 projects, total of 16 Mio CHF instrument
Funding of individual projects
IJ* Around 10-20 Mio CHF funding
Swiss National
Science Foundation

I—I_. Swiss National
Science Foundation
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2025 TRL-enhancing
initiatives

Launched April 30,2025
Strengthen shared infrastructure
Funding of consortia

Up to 15 Mio CHF

swiss academy of sciences
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Positioning of the TRL-enhancing initiatives

* Application-oriented
« Funding of collaborative efforts on a national level
* Broad range of possible projects and implementations

« Inclusion of a broad part of the Swiss quantum network
« Financing of services, platforms, infrastructures provided by industry

 Fundamental science projects

 Funding of individual research projects

« Direct funding of start-ups and companies; only indirectly as partners /
suppliers
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General conditions

Participation to the Call is open to academia, research institutions and industry
Involved parties in one application:

Main applicant: from accredited Swiss institution - funding

«  Co-applicants: from accredited Swiss institution - funding possible

* Associated applicants: from abroad - no funding

« Partners: researchers or industrial partners - indirect financing possible via services

*  Project coordinator
In kind or cash matching funds from the academic consortium is required (usually 50%)
In kind or cash contributions from partners including industries are strongly encouraged

(slaly

Swiss Quantum Initiative Swiss Quantum Initiative (SQ|) -Geneva - May 13, 2025



Topic areas in focus

*  Quantum Communication
 Quantum key distribution, quantum repeaters, quantum networks
 Improving efficiency, range, security
« Single photon sources, detectors, integrated photonic systems

* Quantum Sensing
 Real word application, essential components, photonic integrated circuits
» Magnetometers, gravimeters, atomic clocks
* Exploit quantum coherence and/or entanglement

* Quantum Computation
 Quantum hardware, control systems, scalability
* Algorithms, error correction, fault tolerance
 (Classical) Components
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Costs which may be covered

* Facility costs

 Equipmentand related external services
 Consumables

« Computing time

 Engineers and academic salaries, excluding PhDs
» Service provided by the host or by third parties

« Travel and accommodation costs

» QOverhead costs (max 10%)
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Timeline TRL-enhancing initiatives
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@
Money for up to 4 years
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Outlook on submissions of full proposals

* Proposals by invitation only; based on pre-proposal process
« Additional information required,
e.g. further details on project and its implementation
» Adjusted consortia possible
—> Possibility to align with other players in the quantum eco system
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How to apply and contact

(sl
scnat | Contact: SQI office
s | quantum.trl-call@scnat.ch
— +4131306 9367

Choose @ topic ared
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“““““ SQl website:
https://quantum.scnat.ch
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https://quantum.scnat.ch/en/
id/VPQsZ?embed=1LXmqB
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mailto:quantum.trl-call@scnat.ch
https://quantum.scnat.ch/

Q&A
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