
Has the sample been collected after entry into  
force of the NP (12 October 2014)? 

Check whether your research is subject to Access and Benefit-sharing requirements
(chapter 3.1 and 5.4).

Is your resource included in the MLS of the International 
Treaty (chapter 2.4, chapter 5.4)? 

Is your resource a PGRFA? (Annex II) No ABS obligation.

yes no

yes no

Do you intend to access in a NP 
country with ABS regulation?

Do you intend to access a resource in Switzerland or in the EU?

yesno

The Swiss Due Diligence 
obligation applies.

No Due Diligence in Switzerland. 
Comply with MTA.

No Due Diligence in Switzerland. 
Comply with MTA of the collection.

yesno

Do you intend to access the sample in a 
registered collection (chapter 3.1)? 

Researcher has to verify 
collection’s compliance 
with Due Diligence.

Compliance of the 
collection with Due 
Diligence is presumed.  

yesno

yesno

yesno

Is  the resource stored in an IARC? ABS conditions according  
to the national regulation/MTA.

Is the resource voluntarily included in the Multilateral 
System? (www.planttreaty.org/inclusions)

The SMTA applies  
(chapter 3.2, chapter 5.4) 

The SMTA applies  
(chapter 3.2,  chapter 5.4)   

no yes no yes

no yes

ABS conditions according to the 
national regulation / MTA.

The SMTA applies.

Is your resource stored in a collection that is included in the Multilateral 
System? (www.planttreaty.org/inclusions)

PGRFA: Plant Genetic Resource for Food an Agriculture

International Treaty: International Treaty on PGRFA

MTA: Material Transfer Agreement

NP: Nagoya Protocol

MS: Multilateral System on ABS

SMTA: Standard Material Transfer Agreement

IARC: International Agriculture Research Centres

Table III: Access to genetic resources ex-situ

Excerpt from: Susette Biber-Klemm and Sylvia I. Martinez. Utilization of genetic 

resources and associated traditional knowledge in academic research.  

Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences (Ed.) Swiss Academies Reports 11 (4) 

2016, Bern, Switzerland, page 20

The decision tree in Table III illustrates access ex-situ to genetic resources 

hosted in collections. Here, there is a difference between 

1.	 Access to PGRFA and access to all other genetic resources; 

2.	 Access to PGRFA that are included in the “Multilateral System of Facilitated 

Access” (Multilateral System) and all other PGRFA.


