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How come I have some knowledge and expertise on science-policy interface?

Milestones:

1986, 1989, 1995: nothing but pure science/research

1999, 2000:  joining science – policy “world” 
   (research institutes at a Ministry&European Commission)

2011:   joining the European Chemical Society (EuChemS)

all together 20+ years in science-policy



Structure of my talk

• Science and policy meet

• Knowledge and skills

• (European) policy landscape

• Should you/do you want to get involved in science-policy?

• Answer(s) to the title question



Science and policy meet

1 + 1 = 2 Placing GMO on market

𝑣(𝑣𝑒𝑙𝑜𝑐𝑖𝑡𝑦) =
𝑠	(𝑑𝑖𝑠𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒)
𝑡(𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑒)

HCl + NaOH → NaCl + H2O

https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/genetically-modified-organisms/gmo-legislation_en



Knowledge and skills

Directive vs Regulation

• Negotiation

• Retorics

• Communication with/in public, media

• Presentation skills

• Protocol

• …..
Would you let them work in your research lab?

What’s the difference 
between H20 and H202?



(European) policy landscape

about  32,000 civil servants

European Commission



(European) policy landscape

705 Members of the European Parliament (MEPs)
European Parliament

Some EP Committees:
• ITRE
Industry, Research and Energy
• ENVI
Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety

====
• STOA
Panel for the Future of Science and 
Technology (STOA)



(European) policy landscape

The Council of the EU
The Council is an essential EU decision-maker.

A rotating presidency
What is the Council presidency and how does it 
work?
The presidency of the Council rotates among the EU 
member states every 6 months. During this 6-month 
period, the presidency chairs meetings at every level 
in the Council, helping to ensure the continuity of the 
EU's work in the Council.



+ many other stakeholders



(European) policy landscape: decision making process

Science provides scientific input to policy makers.

Science is usually not involved in decision-making when it comes to legislation.



Few EuChemS examples



EuChemS science-policy events

List of EuChemS science-polic events available here:
https://www.euchems.eu/communication/policy-workshops/

https://www.euchems.eu/communication/policy-workshops/


Should you/do you want to get involved in science-policy? 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert


Expert groups

Executive summary with 
recommendations!



Public consultations
https://www.euchems.eu/communication/policy-positions/


